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largely those of attitude and method, and if the reader will bear 
in mind the author's point of view, that many of his assertions 
are only shrewd guesses and plausible deductions, he will have 
as much profit as interest and pleasure. 

Edward Raymond Turner. 



The Governments of Europe. By Frederick Austin Ogg. New York : 
The Macmillan Company. Pp. xiv+668. 1913. 

This book, by a member of the faculty of Simmons College 
who will be remembered as the author of Social Progress in 
Contemporary Europe, as well as of a number of articles in the 
current periodicals, includes careful descriptions of the govern- 
ments of the major and the minor states of western and central 
Europe. A briefer statement is given to political parties and to 
the institutions of local administration, and in the case of each 
government an account of its historical origin and growth so far 
as such growth immediately concerns the present political 
organization. The eight parts into which the volume is con- 
veniently divided treat respectively of: Great Britain, 143 pages; 
Germany, 96; France, 64; Italy, 52; Switzerland, 37; Austria- 
Hungary, 75; the Low Countries (Holland and Belgium), 36; 
Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, and Sweden), 50; and the 
Iberian States (Spain and Portugal), 40. In his survey of this 
rather extensive field the author has, with the possible exception 
of Great Britain, successfully avoided the too-common error of 
devoting a disproportionate amount of space to constitutional 
history in a work which is primarily a descriptive study of actual 
government. The defects of Wilson's The State have in this 
respect been largely corrected, although the earlier work was a 
classic in its day and served its purpose well. Another book 
which Professor Ogg's volume admirably supplements is Lowell's 
The Governments and Parties of Continental Europe. But this, 
like Wilson's volume, has gone without revision so long as to 
render it unsuited to current classroom needs which are so 
adequately fulfilled by Professor Ogg's work, including as it 
does a number of the minor governments omitted in the older 
books, but from which many useful lessons may be drawn. 
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Extensive rather than intensive in its method, the present 
work nevertheless affords a much wider opportunity than has 
heretofore been conveniently possible for a comparative an- 
alytical study in college courses of European political insti- 
tutions. Necessarily in such a work as the present one it has 
been impossible as well as inadvisable for the author to go into 
great detail upon all the topics treated, but this limitation, if it 
be deemed such, has been met in all cases by the addition of a 
comprehensive list of references from which a more detailed 
study may readily be made by the industrious student or the 
general reader who is particularly interested in any given 
subject. The style and treatment throughout is scholarly, yet 
is of such a non-technical nature that a wide appeal will be made 
not merely to the student and the specialist in government but 
equally to the general public. Remarkably few errors, typo- 
graphical or other, are to be found in the 668 pages, and the treat- 
ment of each topic is brought down to the last quarter of 19 12. 
Undoubtedly a great service has been rendered in this book 
both to the specialist in government and to all who are interested 
in governmental institutions. R. Granville Campbell. 



An American History. By Nathaniel Wright Stephenson, Professor of 
History in the College of Charleston. Boston : Ginn & Company. 1913. 
Pp. ix-)-6o4. 

Professor Stephenson is greatly to be commended for pro- 
ducing a textbook so well-rounded in treatment; so fair and 
judicious in spirit; so readable in style; and so attractive in maps 
and illustrations. 

The author's handling of the Civil War and the Reconstruction 
Period is particularly happy ; no truckling to either side, yet 
sympathetic insight into the motives of each. 

If criticism of so good a book be ventured, it is to be wished 
that the author in a subsequent edition may enlarge his treat- 
ment of institutional and social topies. For instance Colonial 
New England receives in these matters rather too scant attention. 
So, too, one would like a more extended development of those 
two powerful factors in shaping American life, — the adminis- 



